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Compton Beach to Compton Down 

START/FINISH: Brook View Point Car Park, Military Road, PO30 4HA

TIME: 3 - 4 Hours 

DISTANCE: 6 miles 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Walk #14

M
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FOR THE MORE ADVENTUROUS WHO DON’T MIND A BIT OF A CHALLENGE

Where possible, public footpath and bridleway reference numbers have been included in the directions.
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A   START: The walk starts at the Brook Chine National Trust car park. 
B  Beach route: If the tide is out you may wish to follow the first part of 

this walk along the beach itself, in which case, you need to walk down 
the path through the Chine (Foot Path 103) to the beach and turn right. 
Walk along the beach and around a small headland, here you may find 
interesting fossils and boulders which are the casts of dinosaur foot 
prints. 
Take the next set of steps leading off the beach at Shippard’s Chine (also 
known locally as Compton) to re-join the Coastal Path (Foot Path 35). 
Follow the well-trodden path along the top of the cliff. 
C  Coastal Path route: Leave the car park by the Coastal Path (Foot Path 

98). Follow the well-trodden path along the top of the cliff. 
Continue along the coastal path towards the car park at Shippard’s 
Chine. There is a toilet block and you may also find an ice cream van 
selling refreshments. The foot path continues on the other side of the car 
park.

D  Continue on Foot Path 35 until it reaches the Military Road. Climb the 
stile and walk parallel to the Road for about 50 metres. Then cross over 
the Military Road where you can see chalk exposed and a finger post 
pointing up the hill. 
E  Continue on Foot Path 34 until you meet a junction of paths. Turn 

right onto Byway 33, the Tennyson Trail and follow the byway for about 
two miles. This will take you to the top of Compton Down and then to 
the top of Brook Down. 
F  As you come down Brook Down, having passed Five Barrows, look 

for Byway 89 to your right. Take Byway 89 and this will bring you back 
towards the coast. There is a left turn to Dunsbury Farm after 3/4 mile. 
G  Dunsbury Farm is a cross roads of foot paths, cross the farm to Foot 

Path 102, which will continue taking you back to towards the sea. This 
will then join Foot path 51, which will come out at the Military Road 
almost opposite the Brook Chine car park.  FINISH
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