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When Queen Victoria and Prince Albert chose the Isle of Wight as their
Jfavourite holiday spot in the 1840s, little did they know they’d be changing
the destiny of a compact and stunningly beautiful Island forever.

The creation of their family holiday home at
Osborne brought a new status to the Isle of
Wight. Not only was the Isle of Wight the place
where the family relaxed in private, it was also
the location where affairs of state were managed.
Queen Victoria ruled her worldwide empire from
the tranquillity of her seaside palace on the Isle
of Wight, entertaining foreign royalty and visiting
ministers.

Stays on the Isle of Wight reflected Queen
Victoria's private life as well as that of her role as
Head of Empire. Visits with family and friends to
local scenic spots were paired with the creation
of state rooms for formal visits at Osborne.

The Durbar Room, designed and installed by

1890s, featured in the 2017 film ‘Victoria and
Abdul’ and the ITV series of ‘Victoria’ features
the Queen and her husband buying the house
that will become their “beloved Osborne”.

When on the Island, the royals enjoyed many
of the pleasures we consider to be modern day
holiday activities: dining al fresco, swimming

in the sea, visiting local attractions and simply
taking time out from busy mainland life.

Let the Victoria’s Island Trail take you on a
journey across the Isle of Wight. You will visit
some of the places the Queen loved alongside
lesser known locations that reveal the strong
connection that the royal family had with the
Island; both as off duty, private people and as

visitisleofwight.co.uk

Lockwood Kipling and Bhai Ram Singh in the

heads of state.

VICTORIA ON SCREEN See more at www.english-heritage.org.uk/victoria

One of Britain’s most iconic monarchs, Queen Victoria has captured our imaginations for decades. From Jenna Colemans'’s young
Victoria ascending to the throne to Dame Judi Dench’s mournful widow, each adaptation of her life tells a different story. But beyond
the many TV and film versions of this royal icon, who was the real Victoria? The wife. The widow. The mother of nine. The Empress.

Victoria (ITV, Masterpiece PBS/ Netflix, 2016
-) This blockbuster period drama follows
Victoria's accession to the throne in 1837, and
her courtship and marriage to Prince Albert of
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha.

Mrs. Brown (1997) Judi Dench was nominated
for the Academy Award for Best Actress for

her performance in Mrs Brown, which follows
a heartbroken Victoria after Albert dies. The
story is based on the real relationship between
Victoria and John Brown, the cause of much
speculation and resentment among the
Queen’s other advisors.

Some of the scenes in Mrs Brown were filmed
at Osborne - including Dame Judy Dench
swimming in the sea at Osborne’s beach, and
a scene with Billy Connolly where the Queen
rode a horse down Osborne’s Valley Walk.

Victoria & Abdul (2017) The extraordinary
true story of an unexpected friendship in

the later years of Queen Victoria's (Academy
Award® winner* Judi Dench) remarkable rule.
When Abdul Karim, a young clerk, travels
from India to participate in the Queen'’s
Golden Jubilee, he is surprised to find favour
with the Queen herself.

Osborne appears in a significant portion

of the film. It was the first time the house’s
interiors were used as a location for a feature
film, and is the only one of Queen Victoria’s
homes to be used as a location.

The Indian inspired Durbar Room with its
elaborate ceiling designed by Lockwood
Kipling is just one of the rooms to appear
on screen, along with the opulent yellow
drawing room and the stunning Grand
Corridor. The Italianate architecture of the
house and its extensive grounds and views
are also showcased.

*1998, Best Supporting Actress, Shakespeare in Love. "Academy Award” is the registered trademark and service mark of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

EXPLORE THE RICH CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN QUEEN VICTORIA AND THE ISLAND
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1. Osborne, East Cowes | po32 6)x

Designed by Prince Albert in an
Italianate style, Osborne was

the much-loved seaside home of
Queen Victoria, her husband and
their nine children. Osborne was
a regal dwelling but also very
much a private family home. It
reflected the royal family’s personal taste as well as the needs of
the monarch.

Long holidays at Osborne gave the family much valued time
together; swimming, breakfasting al fresco and gardening in the
grounds, as well as the chance to take excursions across the Isle
of Wight.

english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/osborne

2. 8t Mildred's Church, Whippingham
PO32 6HR

Just a short carriage ride from
Osborne, St Mildred'’s Church,
Whippingham was redesigned
by Prince Albert and rebuilt

in a style considered to be
more suitable for the royal
family. The family worshipped
at St Mildred’s and Queen Victoria’s youngest daughter
Princess Beatrice and her husband were married and buried
here. View the permanent exhibition of royal memorabilia
including a replica of Princess Beatrice’s wedding dress.

iow.uk.com/whippingham-church

3. Carzsbroo/ee Castle | PO30 1XY

1642 - 1651, part of Carisbrooke '
was used as a residence by
Princess Beatrice from 1912
onwards. After the death of
her husband in 1896, she was
appointed Governor of the Isle
of Wight, and lived with Queen Victoria at Osborne.

Princess Beatrice made many changes to Carisbrooke Castle,
including creating a museum of local history as a memorial to her
husband and commissioning an altar painting for the chapel to
commemorate the death of her son at Ypres in 1914.

english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/carisbrooke-castle

4. The Needles | po39 01D

The Marconi Monument at The
Needles Landmark Attraction
commemorates the spot
where Guglielmo Marconi set
up his revolutionary wireless
equipment and sent the very
first wireless transmission.

In August 1898, Queen Victoria was said to be “delighted”
when Marconi, summoned to Osborne House, went

on to establish radio communication between Queen
Victoria at Osborne and the Prince of Wales (later Edward
VI11l) who was onboard the Royal Yacht “Osborne”.

theneedles.co.uk

A new way to explore
Discover more of the

Island’s history and heritage
with these trails...

visitisleofwight.co.uk

5. Blackgang Chine | po3s 21N

Blackgang Chine received the
royal seal of approval when
Queen Victoria visited in August
1853 to see the skeleton of the
whale that had washed up near
the Needles - it was Blackgang
Chine’s very first attraction and
is still on view today.

blackgangchine.com

6. Shanklin Chine | po37 68w

First open to the publicin

1817, Princess Victoria visited
Shanklin Chine aged 14 in 1833
with her mother. Entry was via
Fisherman’s Cottage (open as a
pub today) where local fisherman
and smuggler William Colenutt
charged an entrance fee. According to Iocal legend, the then
Princess Victoria helped herself to a prawn on the way in!

Queen Victoria continued to visit Shanklin Chine regularly when
in residence on the Island.

shanklinchine.co.uk

7. The Royal Hotel, Ventnor | po3s 11

“Nothing along the south coast will
bear comparison with it”.

In Victorian times Ventnor
became a fashionable holiday
resort, partly because Sir James
Clark, Queen Victoria's surgeon,
recommended the health-giving
properties of Ventnor’s climate.

The Ventnor Hotel was re-named The Royal Hotel after Queen
Victoria visited and endorsed it for afternoon tea in 1855. You
can still enjoy afternoon tea at the Royal Hotel today.

royalhoteliow.co.uk

8. Egypt Point, Cowes | PO31 8BP

The coastal viewpoint between
Cowes and Gurnard was one

of Queen Victoria’s favourite
places. The Queen had an
irresistibly romantic nature and it
was from here that she enjoyed
the magnificent sunsets and a =
panoramic view of the Solent which people still love today.

cowes.co.uk

9. Ventnor Botanic Gam’en | Po3s 1uL

The Royal National Hospital

for Diseases of the Chest, was
founded in 1868 in the Victorian
heyday of ‘taking the cure’ at the
seaside. It is now Ventnor Botanic
Garden and home to some very
notable Victorian specimens.

The Chusan palms Trachycarpus fortunei at Ventnor Botanic
Gardens are the oldest palms in the British Isles. They were
collected in the 19th Century and presented to Queen
Victoria who said they should be planted in the grounds of
the hospital. They remain in exactly the same spot today.

botanic.co.uk
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10. Farringford, Freshwater | poao 9pe

The Isle of Wight retreat of Poet [
Laureate Alfred, Lord Tennyson,
Farringford was the centre of
the Freshwater Circle group of
writers, artists and intellectuals.

Tennyson was a regular
guest at Osborne. Prince
Albert visited Farringford in 1856, leaving with a handpicked
bunch of cowslips to take back for the Queen.

farringford.co.uk

11. Newport Minster | po3o 1s

Newport Minster was rebuilt
by Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert because they thought it
unsuitable to house the remains
of Princess Elizabeth, Charles | &
I's daughter. Prince Albert
laid the foundation stone for
the new church in 1854 and Queen Victoria commissioned
a marble memorial to Princess Elizabeth by sculptor Carlo
Marochetti, which was presented to the church in 1857.

newportminster.org

12. Prince Consort, Ryde | o33 2pL

Now a private residence, the
Prince Consort was previously
known as the Royal Victoria
Yacht Club and overlooks the
Solent from the western end
of the esplanade at Ryde. It
was built as a private place for
the Queen, because the Royal Yacht Squadron, Cowes would
not allow female visitors - whether they were royal or not!

13. Norris Castle, East Cowes | PO32

Privately owned Norris Castle is
Grade | listed and stands on the
northeast point of East Cowes. It
can be seen from Cowes seafront.
The castle was designed by the
famous architect James Wyatt
for Lord Henry Seymour.

Queen Victoria stayed here as princess in August 1831 and 1833
and with Prince Albert in 1843. Victoria laid the foundation
stone for St James Church, East Cowes during one of the stays

The gardens at Norris Castle were recently upgraded by Historic
England to Grade I, making them the Isle of Wight's only Grade |

listed landscape.

14. Northwood House | po318az

Bought in 1793, and extensively
renovated in 1837, Northwood

House was part of a huge estate
once owned by the Ward family.
The manor house was the venue
for Victorian high society balls

and parties, many of which were
attended by Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and their family.

northwoodhouse.org
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WALK IN THE
FOOTSTEPS OF
A QUEEN

MAKE A HOLIDAY OF IT

Day trip
Enjoy the morning at Osborne; the much-loved home of
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.

Lunch at a riverside eaterie near the royal church of
St Mildred’s Whippingham.

In the afternoon take in the air at Ventnor and dine on the
acclaimed afternoon tea at The Royal Hotel.

Overnight stay

On arrival, travel to the West Wight and discover
inspirational landscapes loved by Alfred Lord Tennyson,
and Julia Margaret Cameron.

Lunch at The Piano Café, once owned by Queen
Victoria's piano tuner.

Carry on to Ventnor, visiting the historic royal palms at
Ventnor Botanic Garden before heading to Shanklin Chine,
a natural wonder admired by Queen Victoria.

The next morning, take in the sea air and enjoy the best
sailing views from Queen Victoria's favourite viewpoint
of Egypt Point, Cowes.

Osborne and East Cowes await as the final destination on
your regal trip to the Isle of Wight.

For great places to stay, delicious local food and drink, and everything you need for a royal holiday go to

visitisleof wight.co.uk




