
To find more walking ideas go to visitisleofwight.co.uk

H E R I T A G E  C O
A S T

H E R I T A G E  C O A S T

H E R I T A G E  C O A S T

H E R I T A G E  C O A S T

H E R I T A G E  C O A S T

WOOTTON

HAVENSTREET

ASHEY

SMALLBROOK
JUNCTION

RYDE 
ST JOHN’S ROAD

RYDE
ESPLANADE

RYDE
PIER HEAD

BRADING

SANDOWN

LAKE

SHANKLIN

TENNYSON TRAIL

FRESH
W

ATER W
AY

H
A

M
ST

EA
D

 T
RA

IL

TENNYSON TRAIL

WORSLEY TRAIL

STEN
BU

RY TRAIL

BEMBRIDGE TRAIL

N
U

N
W

EL
L 

TR
AI

L

SH
EP

H
ER

D
S 

TR
A

IL

A 3 0 5 4

A 3 0 5 5

A 3 0 5 5

A 3 0 5 5

A
3
0
2
0

A 3 0 5 6

A
3
0
5
5

A 3 0 5 4

A
3
0
2
1A
3
0
2
0

A
3
0
5
4

B 3
3 2

2

B 3 3 9 9 B 3
4 0

1

B 3 4 0
1

B 3 4 0 1

B 3
3 2

5

B 3 3 9 9

B
3
3
9
9

B
3
3
2
3

B
3
3
4
0

B 3 3 3 0

B 3
3 9

5

B 3
3 9

5

B 3 3 9 0

B
3
3
2
7

T H O R N E S S
B A Y

G U R N A R D
B A Y

N E W T O W N
B A Y

S C O N C E
P O I N T

C O L W E L L  B A Y

T O T L A N D  B A Y

H A T H E R W O O D  
P O I N T

A L U M  B A Y

S C R A T C H E L L’ S
B A Y

F R E S H W A T E R  B A Y

C O M P T O N  B A Y

H A N O V E R  P O I N T

B R O O K  B A Y

T H E
N E E D L E S

B R I G H S T O N E
B A Y

A T H E R F I E L D  P O I N T

C H A L E  B A Y

R O C K E N  E N D

S T  C A T H E R I N E ’ S
P O I N T

R E E T H
B A Y

B I N N E L
B A Y

V E N T N O R  B A Y

M O N K S  B A Y

L U C C O M B E  B A Y

S A N D O W N
B A Y

C U L V E R
C L I F F

W H I T E C L I F F  B A Y

F O R E L A N D

B E M B R I D G E
P O I N T

N O D E ’ S  P O I N T

P R I O R Y  B A Y

S E A G R O V E  B A Y

P U C K P O O L
P O I N T

O S B O R N E  B A Y

O L D  C A S T L E  P O I N TE G Y P T  P O I N T

R
I V

E
R

 M
E

D
I N

A

W
O

O
T T O

N
 C

R E E K

R I V
E R  M

E D
I N

A

R I V
E R  Y

A R

R I V E R  YA R

R
I V

E
R

 Y
A

R

B R O O K
D O W N

E A S T  A F T O N
D O W N

C O M P T O N
D O W N

W E S T O V E R  D O W N

N E W B A R N
D O W N

W E S T  H I G H  D O W N

R O W B O R O U G H
D O W N

C H I L L E R T O N
D O W N

S T  G E O R G E ’ S
D O W N

M E R S L E Y
D O W N

A S H E Y
D O W N

B E M B R I D G E
D O W N

B R I G H S T O N E
D O W N

S T  C A T H E R I N E ’ S
D O W N

B L E A K
D O W N

S H A N K L I N
D O W N

S T  M A R T I N ’ S
D O W N

S T  B O N I F A C E
D O W N

S T E N B U R Y
D O W N

W E E K
D O W N

N
E W

TO
W

N
 R

I V
E R

C L A M E R K I N  
L A K E

Headon
Warren

Tennyson
Memorial

Neolithic
Mortuary
Enclosure

East Afton
Down Barrows

‘Five Barrows’
Brook Down Harboro’ Barrow

Mottistone Down

Chillerton
Hill Fort

Worsley
Monument

Luccombe Down
Barrow

Michael Morey’s
Hump

Hoy’s
Monument

St. Catherine’s
Oratory

Newtown deserted
Medieval village

The Longstone

Harborough
Monument

Culver
Battery

Bembridge
Fort

The Devil’s
Punchbowl

Brading Down
Field System

P

P

P

P

P
P

P

P

P

P

P P

P

P

P

P

P

P
P

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

PELHAM
WOODS

ST LAWRENCE
UNDERCLIFF

REW DOWN

NANSEN
HILL

AMERICA
WOOD

SIBDEN HILL &
BATTS COPSE

ARRETON
DOWN

EAGLEHEAD AND
BLOODSTONE COPSE

KNIGHTON
DOWN

ALVERSTONE MEAD, 
YOUNGWOODS COPSE 
AND SANDOWN MEADOWS

MARTIN’S
WOOD

BRADING
DOWN

BRADING
MARSHES

HERSEY RESERVE,
SEAVIEW DUVER

SWANPOND
COPSE

BRIDDLESFORD
COPSES

FIRESTONE
COPSE

SHIDE
CHALK PIT

DODNOR
CREEK &

DICKSONS
COPSE

NINGWOOD
COMMON

PARKHURST
FOREST

BOULDNOR
COPSE

MILL COPSE

GOLDEN
HILL
COUNTRY
PARK

AFTON
MARSHES

BRIGHSTONE
FOREST

Carisbrooke

Blackwater
Bowcombe

Chillerton

Shorwell

Rookley

Gatcombe Merstone

Arreton

Downend
Shide

Wootton 
Bridge

Wootton
Common

Whippingham

Gurnard

Northwood

Parkhurst

Rew Street

Fishbourne

Havenstreet

Ashey

BinsteadQuarr Hill
Spring Vale

Nettlestone

Seaview

St Helens

Bembridge

Brading

Morton
Adgestone

Alverstone
NewchurchHorringford

Apse Heath

Winford

Langbridge
Yaverland

Lake

Whiteley Bank

Upper Hyde

Sandford

Godshill

Whitwell

Southford

Roud

St Lawrence

Wroxall
Luccombe

Bonchurch

Niton

Kingates

Blackgang

Chale

Chale Green

Ather�eld Green

Ya�ord

Brighstone
Limerstone

Thorncross

Moortown

MottistoneBrook
Hulverstone

Chessell

Wellow

Freshwater

Norton
Green

Norton
Cli� End

Freshwater Bay

Totland

Middleton

Thorley

Bouldnor

Thorley Street

Ningwood

Cranmore

Hamstead
Newtown

Porch�eld

Marks
Corner

Shal�eet

Newbridge

Calbourne

Five Houses

Afton

NewportYarmouth

Lymington
East Cowes

Cowes

Ryde

Ventnor

Shanklin

Sandown

Portsmouth
To Southampton

Southsea

Lym
ington - Yarm

outh

Vehicle /Passenger Ferry

So
ut

ha
m

pt
on

 - 
Co

w
es

Pa
ss

en
ge

r F
er

ry

So
ut

ha
m

pt
on

 - 
Ea

st
 C

ow
es

Ve
hi

cl
e

/P
as

se
ng

er
 F

er
ry

Portsmouth - F
ishbourne

Vehicle / Passenger Ferry

Po
rt

sm
ou

th
 - 

Ry
de

Pa
ss

en
ge

r H
ov

er
cr

af
t

Ports
m

outh
 - R

yde

Pass
enger F

erry

T H E
S O L E N T

E N G L I S H
C H A N N E L

237

70

94

106

65

210

154

85

240

199
233

235

145

209

109

126

100

105

39

131

167

152

164

160

105

138

165
175

165

151
79

213

147

BE A

Experience 
sustainable 
transport

WALKING EXPERIENCES:
DINOSAUR SAFARI

The Isle of Wight is also known as Dinosaur Island. It’s the UK’s 
dinosaur capital, and one of the best places in the planet to find 
fossils. Who knows what you might find in a day… a bone? An 
entire skeleton? A new species?

The Island’s ‘Dinosaur Coast’ stretches for 20 glorious miles, from 
Yaverland in the East, to Compton Bay in the West. 

The first Isle of Wight specimens were discovered here in the 
1820s and new varieties are still being picked up today by 
holidaymakers and locals just pottering around on the beaches. 
You don’t need tools – just a good eye, and a lot of luck. 

Look for heavy dark stones with a shiny surface, regular ridges, 
a ‘bubbly’ looking interior or glinting crystals. And go hunting at 
low tide, and after rough weather or a storm. Then get your finds 
identified, because if you discover a new species, it could be 
named after you!

You can walk your way around the Dinosaur Coast – and indeed, 
the entire Island – using the Isle of Wight Coastal Path. This is 
a fantastic way to explore around the dramatic coastline with 
breathtaking views over some of the best beaches in the world. 

The section that we’ll take you along for this itinerary will enable 
you to see the most striking geological features of the Isle of Wight 
including sweeping Compton Bay and dramatic Culver Down.

MORNING
Dinosaur hunting in Yaverland

Start at the car park opposite The Isle of Wight Zoo. Follow the 
signposted coastal route up the steep grassy hill until you reach 
the top of the landslip. You’ll get great views over some of the 
richest dinosaur beds in the country (look for the dark seams in 
the cliffs, as this is where the dinosaur remains are usually hidden, 
before they’re washed onto the beaches).

At the very top of the hill, you’ll find a kiosk for coffee and cake, 
and a pub with a garden that has one of the best panoramic views 
on the Island. Reward yourself appropriately, and then head back 
the way you came, down the hill to the car park. 

If you feel like foraging, then venture onto the beach for a spot of 
beach combing – you may be able to pick up some fossils from 
the dinosaur age.                               Continued on next page >

OVERVIEW:



To find more walking ideas go to visitisleofwight.co.uk

BE A

Experience 
sustainable 
transport

WALKING EXPERIENCES:
DINOSAUR SAFARI

AFTERNOON
In the footprints of dinosaurs at Compton bay

You’re now off to Compton Bay, to explore one of the best 
beaches in the world (according to the Sunday Times Travel 
magazine). Start at Shippards Chine car park. This is a National 
Trust site with toilets and a van serving ice creams, drinks and 
snacks. 

Now go on a ‘footprint safari’. We recommend taking the Isle of 
Wight Official Dinosaur Safari Guide with you (available from the 
Guildhall for £5). Follow the coastal path, walking with the sea to 
your left. Then go down the steps, and walk with the sea to your 
right. 

You can see a huge number of dinosaur footcasts at the base 
of the cliffs. They look like giant 3D footprints and were formed 
when heavy dinosaurs left their prints in soft mud. The footprints 
then filled with sand, which later turned to rock. Enjoy them 
– but please don’t take them home, as they’re protected and 
belong to the National Trust. Head for the bit of land that juts out. 
That’s Hanover Point and at very low tide, you can see dinosaur 
footprints and the ‘fossil forest’ of petrified tree trunks. Return the 
way you came.

TIPS FOR EXPLORERS
As you’re combing the beach, look out for small bits of fossilised 
wood with glinting ‘gold’ seams – this is a sign that you’re hunting 
in the right area.  

Go with an expert – a guided fossil hunt with a local expert is safe 
and fun. For more info, go to visitisleofwight.co.uk/inspiration/
dinosaur-island 

PLUS DON’T MISS
Take your treasures from the beach to Dinosaur Isle, the UK’s 
biggest dinosaur museum. The bone boffins there will identify 
them for you – and if they think you’re onto something big, 
they’ll send a team out to investigate. The museum is based in a 
pterosaur-shaped building that watches over the dinosaur coast 
on Yaverland seafront. During the holidays there are activities for 
kids including painting and puzzles. dinosaurisle.com

Go and see the dinosaur plants at Ventnor Botanic Garden, 
where local beast Valdosaurus would have enjoyed many 
vegetarian meals. You can see modern relatives of prehistoric 
plants including the Monkey Puzzle Tree, Modern Gymnosperms, 
Ginko Tree and Tree Ferns. In the summer, look out for the little 
green Ventnor lizards scuttling around in the terraces and basking 
in the sun. They’re not dinosaurs but use your imagination and 
they just might be. botanic.co.uk

Head for Blackgang Chine near Chale for animatronic fun. If 
you’re brave enough to enter ‘Restricted Area 5’ you’ll meet a 
variety of dinosaurs including screeching raptors and one of the 
largest robotic T-Rexs in the country. blackgangchine.com

FACT FILE
The landscape is undulating, with some steep hills along the route. 

The Isle of Wight Coastal Path takes you on a 67 mile circular tour 
that includes the 20 mile long section of ‘Dinosaur Coast’. This 
runs through an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Give yourself a whole day to explore the Dinosaur Coast – there’s 
a lot to see and do.

You can get the bus to various points and attractions on the trail. 
Or go by train. The Island Line runs between Ryde and Shanklin - 
get off at Lake or Sandown to join the trail. 


